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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1, 3-5, 7-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Itoh. 
(U.S. Patent # 6,034,785). 

Regarding claim 1 : Itoh teaches a method of processing a digital photographic image 
(column 6, line 40, column 7, lines 40-45) on a photoprinter, (10, fig. 1) comprising: receiving a 
digital photographic image (the image scanned in by the scanner 12, column 7, lines 40-45) in a 
first format (the resolution that is before converted to 300 dpi, column 14, lines 40-45) on a 
printer; (10, fig. 1) performing one or more first operations (image processing, column 14, line 
42) on the digital photographic image in the first format; (see the image is processed before being 
converted into 300 dpi, column 14, lines 40-45) converting the digital photographic image to a 
second format; (300 dpi, column 14, lines 40-45) and performing one or more second operations 
on the digital photographic image in the second format. (Synthesized, column 14, lines 1-10). 
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Regarding claim 3: Itoh teaches rendering the digital photographic image for output on 
the printer. (Column 10, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 4: Itoh teaches wherein the first operations include one or more 
photographic image alterations. (Column 8, lines 45-50). 

Regarding claim 5: Itoh teaches wherein the second operations include: one or more text 
insertions onto the digital photographic image; (predetermined sentence, column 12, lines 45-50) 
and one or more graphical (the object of previously prepared picture, column 12, lines 45-50) 
insertions onto the digital photographic image. 

Regarding claim 7: Itoh teaches wherein the second format is a printer resolution format. 
(Column 14, lines 1-5) 

Regarding claim 8: Itoh teaches selecting means (processing device, column 8, lines 45- 
50 set processing condition selected by a user using an input device, 22, fig. 1) for selectively 
performing a third operation (color correction, column 8, lines 49) on the digital photographic 
image in the first format. 

Regarding claim 9: Itoh teaches selecting means for selectively (program of controller 14 
used to control input device 22 to select the image selected by users to be synthesized, column 6, 
lines 5-40) performing a fourth operation (synthesizing a name, column 6, line 29) on the digital 
photographic image in the second format. 

Regarding claim 10: Itoh teaches a photoprinter (10, fig. 1) capable of processing a digital 
photographic image at two resolutions, (the resolution that is before converted to 300 dpi, 
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column 14, lines 40-45, and 300 dpi, column 14, lines 40-45) comprising: a first memory (frame 
memory 46, fig. 2, and column 14, lines 41) in a first format; (see the image is processed before 
being converted into 300 dpi, column 14, lines 40-45); a second memory (memory 20, column 12, 
lines 44-55) in a second format; and a controller (CPU 40, column 10, lines 15-35) wherein the 
controller performs one or more first operations (column 8, lines 45-50) on a digital photographic 
image in the first memory and one or more second operations (Synthesized, column 14, lines 1- 
10) on the digital photographic image in the second memory. 

Regarding claim 1 1 : Itoh teaches means (control program of CPU 40 used to perform 
converting images data to the printer resolution, column 14, lines 40-45) for converting the 
digital photographic image in the first memory in the first format to the second format for storage 
in the second memory. 

Regarding claim 12: Itoh teaches rendering the digital photographic image for output to a 
paper medium. (Column 10, lines 60-67, column 23, line 29). 

Regarding claim 13: Itoh teaches rendering the digital photographic image for output to a 
computer readable medium. (42, column 10, lines 1-5) 

Regarding claim 14: Itoh teaches the first format is a native resolution format of the 
digital photographic image (column 7, lines 5-20) and the second format is a printer resolution 
format (Column 14, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 15: Itoh teaches wherein the first operations include one or more digital 
photographic image alterations. (See magnification, column 8, lines 45-50) 
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Regarding claim 16: Itoh teaches wherein the second operations include one or more text 
insertions (predetermined sentence, column 12, lines 45-50) and one or more graphical (the 
object of previously prepared picture, column 12, lines 45-50) insertions onto the digital 
photographic image. 

Regarding claim 17: Itoh teaches a method of providing data management (abstract) on a 
photoprinter (10, fig. 1) comprising: receiving a digital photographic image (the image scanned 
in by the scanner 12, column 7, lines 40-45) in a first format; (the resolution that is before 
converted to 300 dpi, column 14, lines 40-45); storing the digital photographic image in a first 
memory (frame memory 46, column 8, lines 20-36) in the first format; (see the image is stored 
before being converted into 300 dpi, column 14, lines 40-45) performing one or more first 
operations on the digital photographic image in the first memory; (column 8, lines 45-50) 
converting the digital photographic image to a second format; (300dpi, column 14, lines 40-45) 
transferring and storing the digital photographic image in the second format to a second memory; 
(memory 20, column 12, lines 44-55) and performing one or more second operations on the 
digital photographic image in the second memory. (Synthesized, column 14, lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 18: Itoh teaches rendering the digital photographic image for output. 
(Column 10, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 19: Itoh teaches, wherein the first format is at a lower resolution format 
than the second format. (Inherent properties of Itoh. When Itoh teaches converting scanned 
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images into printer resolution, column 14, lines 1-10, the scanned images can only be with a 
resolution of higher, lower or the same compare to the printer resolution.) 

Regarding claim 20: Itoh teaches, wherein the first operations include digital 
photographic image alterations (column 8, lines 45-50) and the second operations include text 
(predetermined sentence, column 12, lines 45-50) and graphical insertions (the object of 
previously prepared picture, column 12, lines 45-50) on the digital photographic image. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Itoh as applied top 
claim 1 and further in view of Chang et al. (U.S. Patent # 4,965,748). 

Regarding claim 2: Itoh teaches storing the digital photographic image while in the first 
format in an image-storage buffer; (frame memory 46, fig. 2, and column 14, lines 41) and 
storing the digital photographic image while at the second format in a memory, (memory 20, 
column 12, lines 44-55) 

Itoh does not teach to use a print band buffer to store the image data at the second format. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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Chang et al., in the same area of storing image data to be printed by a printer, teaches to 
store image data using a print band buffer. (Colunm 1, lines 40-45, and column 1, lines 65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Itoh by: using a print band buffer to store the image 
data at the second format. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Itoh by the teaching of Chang et al. because of the 
following reasons: (a) using a band buffer would have reduced the memory size of the printer, as 
taught by Chang et el. at column 1, lines 40-45; (b) using a smaller memory would have reduced 
the cost of the printer; and (c) using a smaller memory would have reduced the size of the 
circuitry for the printer. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Itoh as applied top 
claim 1 and further in view of Levine. (U.S. Patent # 4,751,583). 

Regarding claim 6: Itoh teaches wherein the first format is a scanner resolution format. 
(Column 7, lines 10-20). 

Itoh does not teach that the resolution format is in a camera resolution format. 

Levine, in the same area of printing photographic images teaches to input image from a 
camera, (fig. 1) with a camera resolution format, (column 4, lines 15-30) to be processed by a 
processor, (14, fig. 1) for printing. 



Application/Control Number: 09610404 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2624 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Itoh by: replacing scanner with a camera such that 
resolution format is in a camera resolution format. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Itoh by the teaching of Levine because of the following 
reasons (a) a camera would have provided the user with a better quality image and with a higher 
resolution, as taught by Levine at column 4, lines 15-30; and (b) a better quality image would 
have created a better picture or print out or print product for the users. 



should be directed to King Y. Poon whose telephone number is (703) 305-0892 or to Supervisor 
Mr. David Moore whose phone number is (703) 308-7452. 



Conclusion 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



